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\ And Facob Said, O God of my Mien Abraham, int 
| God of my father Ifaac, the Lord which faidft unto 
me, Return unto thy country and te thy kindred, and. 
will deal well with thee : 1 am not worthy of the leaft 
of all the mercies and of all the truth which. thou 
haft foewed unto thy fervant ; for with my ftaff I 
paffed over this Fordan, and now I am become two 
bands. Deliver mel pray thee from the band.of 
my brother, from the band of Efau, for I fear him, 
left be will comeand fmite me, and the mother with 
the children. And thon faidf, 1 will furely do thee 
00d, and make thy feed as the fand of the fea which 
cannot be numbered for multitude. 


R OM the time of God’s entering into co-" 
wenant with Abraham, it became neceffar 
that the father of each family fhould, at 4 

-*elofe of life, convene his children to inform them 
in what line the bleffing of Abraham was tqde- 
fcend; as he the father had been inftructed by Ged. 

The ptomifed feed being explicitly declared to be 
in Tfaac, there was no occafion for Abraham’s do- 
ing this ; but when Ifaac was advanced in age and 

in the decline of life, he ae proper to pro- 
nounce his bleffing upon his fons, and proceeded 


without having received any fpecfal direction from 
heaven. Ifaac being — towards Efau, efpeci- 
: ally 


Sa 


ally becaufe he provided him with Venifon, called 
him untohim. Rebeckah, Ifaac’s wife, perceiving 
that he was about to promife the bletiing of Abra- 
ham not to the perfon for whom it was defigned, 
refolved if poffible to prevent it ; fhe accordingly 
concerts a fcheme forJacob’s obtaining the bleffing : 
The artifice we find related in Gen. xxvii. Efau 
upon this bated Facob and {aid in bis beart, the days 
of mourning for bis father were at band, then would be 


= Slay bis brother Faced ; which led Rebeckah to apply 


herfelf to Ifaac, fhew the unhappinefs of Efau’s con- 
nections, and the pleafure they might promife them- 


felves in Jacobif he would difpofe of himfelf better ; © 


her governing defign was to get Jacob out of the 
way of Efau. [faae called Facob, bleffed bim, and fent 
bim away to Padan Aram, unto Laban the brother of 
Rebeckah, directing him to take a wife of bis daugh- 
ters; Jacob went out from Beerfheba agreeable to his 
father’s diretion, went on bis journey and came inte 
the land of the people of the Eaft, and arrived at the 
houfe of Laban, where he married his daughters 
Rachel and Leah. After twenty years he was di- 
tected by God to return unto the land of bis fathers 
and to bis kindred, and he with his fons and wives 
retired fecretly. Laban following, overtook him ; 
and when, after fome conference, Laban departed, 
Jacob recolle¢ting the difpleafure of Efau his bro- 
ther, /ent meffengers to bim that be might find grace in 
bis fight. The meffengers upon their return in- 
creafed the fears of Jacob, and alarmed him greatly 
by telling him that Efau was coming to meet bim,at- 
tended with four hundred men; Mifapprehending 
the defign of Efau, he contrived the moft likely 
means of defence and fafety ; and, as in the fext, 
applied to God for fuccels. 

_ The text is a prayer, containing 
I. 


om 
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4. An invocation of God, in thefe words, O 
God of my father Abrakam, and God of my father 
Vaac, the Lord which faidft unto me, Return unto thy 
couniry and unto thy kindred, and I will deal well with 
thee. That the Lord was the God of Abraham 
appears from his promifes to him, and from the 
interpofition of his providence in his behalf ; thus 
God promifes that be will make of bin a great nation, 
will ble[s him and make bis name great, and be (hall be 
a blefing ; he will blefs them that ble/s bim, and curfe 
them that curfe bim ;* of the fame tenor are all his 


_ expreffions of regard unto him. In the courfe of 


providence he was his /hield and exceeding great re- 
ward; he influenced Melchizedeck King of Salem, 
to ble/s bim ; when the cities of the plain were de- 
ftroyed he remembered Abraham, and warned Lot 
his brother to flee ; he interpefed once and again 
with regard to a deception refpe¢ting his wife, in- 
fluencing Abimeleck to offer him a fettlement in 
his land, and was at all times at his right hand. 
That the Lord was the God of Ifaac likewife 
appears from his promifing to be with him and blefs 
bim, to perform the oath which be fware unto Abrabam 
bis father, and to multiply bis feed.t By the inter- 
polition of divine Providence is life was preferved 
when to appearance in imminent danger ; and de 


_ profpered and flourifhed. And 


From what we have already feen of Jaeob, it is 
evident that the Lord was his God. 

There was then a propriety in Jacob’s addreffing - 
the fupreme Being in thefe characters, and warming 
his heart with a recollection of God’s favourable 
regards to his family. There is in the prayer of 
the text < 

2. An acknowledgment of unworthinefs of pait 

favours. 


® Gen, Miie 2, 3 $Gen, rxvi. 5, 24 
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favours. Tam not worthy of the leaft of all the mere 
ties and of all the truth which thou bak fhewed unto thy 
Servant’; for with my fiaf I pafsed over this Fordan, 
and now I am become two bands. ° mae 
‘The mercy of God towards Jacob in having di- 
rected a method of evading the immediate refens- 
“ment of Efau, his prefence with him to Haran, a 
Kind reception by Laban, fucceeding in his defign, 
and his profperity upon the whole while with La- 


ban, with the repeated pramifes of God and his ~ 


truth and faithfulnefs in the performance of them, 
of thefe mercies of God and of all the truth thewed 


wnto him, Jacob very humbly acknowledges himfelf _ 


not worthy. And particularly of one expreffion of 
God’s goodnefs he deems himfelf unworthy ; when 
he went out from Beerfoeba, he went as a traveller, 
having no more than neceffary provifion, and the 
Staff in his hand, but when he returns he has people 
with him, and flocks, and herds, and camels, which for 
defence and fafety he is able to divide into two bands. 

it was fis and proper that Jacob fhould by re- 
cognizing the mercies and truth of Ged, imprefs 
his mind with a fenfe ef his dependance upon him, 
efpecially when about to afk any favour at his hand. 

The text contains : 

3. Apetition. Deliver me] pray thee from the 
hand of my brother, from the hand of Efau, for I fear 
him, lef be will come and fmite me, and the mother with 
the children. There-is nothing ‘particular here to 
~ “be remarked, except that Jacob’s apprehenfians of 

danger were great, and he expected nothing lefs 
than total] ruin and deftruétion. This fame expref- 
fion, finite the mother with the children, is ufed by a 

' prophet in comparing the deftruction of Samaria 
with a defolation made at Betharbel, where the mo- 
ther was. dafbed in pieces, upon ber children, all the 
ca inhabitants 


—_ 
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nhabitants being put te the fword without regard 
‘age or fex.* . 
_ » There is in the text 
Fourthly and laftly, Encouragement of an anfwer 
| taken from Ged’s own promife, in a words, and 

thou faidft, I will furely do thee good, and make thy 

feed as “the fand of the fea which cannot be numbered 
| formultitude. = = 
___ Jacob knowing the promifes that God made to 
his fathers Abraham ahd Ifaac, and having ob- 
~ ferved his faithfulnefs to them, recolleéting the re- 
_ peated promifes and the truth of God to bim/élf, has . 
_ a ftrong faith’; he confides in the veracity of God, 
_ and is encouraged to hope for fuccefs. 
_ * In this part ot his prayer, he refers to. a feafon- 
able relief afforded him fome years before ; altho” 
-- he was the heir of a powerful family, we have feen 
- that he was obliged to take his leave of his aged 
_ parents, and depart from his father’s houfe, for tear 
_ of-an angry brother ; the night following, as it is 
~ reprefented, his undertaking this journey to. Haran, 
. that beneficent Being who furrounds the bed and 
path of every individual, affured him of his kind 
_ protetion ; a fublime reprefentation filled the mind 
_ of Jacob ! a reprefentation of a ladder extending 
from earth to heaven, with angels defcending and 

_ afeending upon it, and emblematical of a particular 
Providence ! Behold, the Lord Rood above this ladder 
and fatd, I am the Lord Ged of Abraham thy father, 
end the Ged of Ijaae , the land whereon thou lich, to 
hee will Igive it, and to thy feed. And behold, Iam 
thee and will keep thee in all places whither thou 
Loeft, and will bring thee again into this land ; for 1 
will not leave thee until I have done that which I bave 
Spoken to thee of.+ "Though an exile and wandering 
are B in 


 * Hola x, 14, + Gen, xxviii. 13, 15. 
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in folitude, he had the pleafing affuranee “‘ that he 
‘¢ was in the prefence of his Maker, whole power- 
“ful arm would conftantly protect him from all 
“« dangers and difficulties, and under whofe wings 
«< he fhould be perfectly fafe.”"* * 

~' This was impreffed deep in his mind : and from 
this, in his prayer for deliverance from Efau, he 
- takes encouragement to hope that Ged will hear 

trom heaven, and anfwer. 

~The words thus opened offer thefe'obfervations, 

1. That although our beginning be but {mall, 

our latterend may increafe. 

.2. That the profperity of any fociety or com- 


munity depends upon public virtue, while diftrefs 


and trouble will be connected with vice. 

3. ‘That prayer is a proper exercife in a day 
of trouble. . And, 

4. That our ftate may be fo mixed as to afford 
_us reafon for mourning, as well as rejoicing. 

The firft obfervation, That although our be- 
ginning be but fmall, eur latter end may increafe, 
is true, whether applied to individuals or focicties. 

It is verified in Abraham, in Ifaac, and in jacob, 
which has been already curforily mentioned ; and 
daily obfervation will furnifh many inftances of per- 
- fons rifing from poverty to affluence, and from 
obfcurity to eminence and diftinétion. 

“Societies have, no lefs than individuals, rofe from 
{mall beginnings to large increafe ; for the truth 


of which, we need have recourfe to no other people — 


but our own.: Our fathers but few in number, yet 

how have we increafed'! their territories but {mall, 

yet how are they enlarged! poor, yet how «rich 

now ! trifling then, yet how important now te:the 

‘parent ftate ! though our beginning was-but fmall 
ae in 
* Nelfon's Expofition. 


“ 
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all refpects, yet what ftrides! what advances ! 
and how great the acceflion ! The truth of the re- 
_ mark is thus obvious at the firft fight. 

___ But asa probability is not immediately conne¢ted 
iy “with the pofiibility of our ftijl continuing to increale, 
I thail immedi ely proceed to the fecond obferva- 
tion; and fhew the ground of that probability, 
_— which is righteoufmefs or public virtue. ee 
_. That profperity is intimately conneéted with 
public virtue, is a matter of which we ought to be 
__well afcertained ; and fo on the contrary that trou- 


sss It is reafonable to fuppofe that the fupreme 
_ Being fhould call men to account AS members of 
~ fociety, and difpenfe rewards and punifhments as. 
_ his juttice thould dire&t : and THAT in this world, 
becaufe we are not held by facieties and bodies of men 
to anfwe - our conduét in another world. . God 
difpofes and inclines us to form focial and civil 
conneétions, and has given us laws and commands 
to govern owrfelves by in thofe connections ; and 
upon a regard to thofe laws and commands, or 
yublie virtue, does the happinefs and profperity of 
any people d-péend. Thus we find that when ¢be 
«ry of Sodom and Gemorrab was great, when their Jin 
‘was very grievous, the Lord went down to fee whether 
the inhabitants had done altogether accerding to the 
ery which bad come unto him, and upon enquiry find- 

_ ang that wickednefs had become univerfal, that they 
~ Were unanimous in iniquity, and were Sinners ex- 
_ seedingly before him, he rained upon them brimftone and 
fire out of heaven, and overthrew the cities and all 
| their inbabitants and that which grew upon the 
5 grou a ? . Z 
~ In like manner, Babylon that glory of kingdoms 
and praife of the whole earth, /bal! be, {ays the pro- 
; phet 


ee 


pete 
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‘ phet Ifaiah, as when God overthrew Sedom and Ge- 


morrae , and this tor their iniquity, tor the punifh- 
ment of their fin. \ 

Mofes promifed the people of Ifrae) that if they 
would diligently bearken to. ihe voice of God, obferve 
and do all bis commandments, they fhould be fafe and 
eafy ; their families fhould be bleffed with abun- 
dance , fuccefs fhould attend them in all their em- 
ployments ; they fhould have honour among their 
neighbours, and be vittorious over their enemies. 
But on the contrary, if they would not keep God’s 
commandments, his difpleafure would overtake 
them; they fhould be vifited with ficknefs and fa- 

mine; they fhould be fo infatuated in their coun- 
fels as not to difcern their true intereft, nor effect 
any thing for the public good ; and theirname - 
fhould be tor an affonifhmeni.* 

But a queftion may here arife, viz. Whether this 
connection between vice and mifery, virtue and 
happinefs is not in confequence of that political co- 
venant between God and Ifrael, and fo peculiar to 
that people ? and whether it be juft to argue from 
thence, that the profperity of a people or fociety 
depends upon their obeying the commandments of 
God, while adverfity will be the confequence of 
their difobedience ? In anfwer to which it may be 

~ faid, that it is che will of God, who always confults 
the good of his creatures, that we fhuuld incorpo- 
rate ourfelves into larger foeieties than thofe which 
every family of itfelf forms; our general fecurity 
and happinefs could not otherwife have been pro- - 
moted, nor could we have been furnifhed witk the 
conveniences af life. It is highly juft and reafon- 
able, that God fhouid take cognizance of, and call 
men to account in this their capacity as focieties ; 
diftributing 


© See Henry wpon Deuter. 28. 


: [-13 ] 
__diftributing upon the-whole body rewards or pu- 
“nifhments, and affigning them to adverfity or prof- 
eh according to the nature of their united con- 
du. Seeing the bonds of fociety are diffalved by 
death, after which perfonal characters only will be 
"examined, this bufinefs (as has already been ob- 
ferved) will be tranfacted in this world. There is 
@ greater neceffity of fucha diftribution taking place 
bere, than there is of that with refpect to perfonal 
characters ; for although God often fuffers wicked 
_ men to pafs unpunifhed here, they cannot efcape 
his notice on the day of general judgment ; but 
communities and focieties, as fuch, ean never be 
-punifhed or rewarded, except in this world. 
According to the common method of providenee, 
_the ftate of a people is good or bad according to 
the general nature of their actions ; if they are 
careful to pleafe God, good and virtuous, juft and 
-merciful, they flourifh and are happy 5 but on the 
other hand, if profanity and impiety gain footing 
among them, a cloud fits upon their affairs, and 
calamity, ruin and deftruction foon follow. Such 
obfervations have found entertainment in the minds 
of men in all ages ; the decay of the Roman ftate 
was attributed ‘* net to chance, fortune or foaie 
-*€ ynhidden caufes, but to the general loofenefs 
“and corruption of manners.” And it was re- 
marked by Scipio, ‘‘ that it is impoffible for any 
-*< ftate to be happy though their walls were firm, 
‘¢ if their manners were decayed.”’ : 
_ That God does charge guilt upon nations as well 
as particular perfons or individuals, is implied in 


_ ~ thefe paffages of fcripture ; when Abner had re- 


volted to David, David faid, J and my kingdom are 
guililefs before the Lord,”* 8c- and when upon Am- 
non’s 


@ 2 Sam. iii. 38, 7 


[14 J 
non’sbeing flain, the woman of Tekoah faid untoths 
king, my Lord O king, the iniquity be on me and on my 
father’s boule, and the king and bis throne be guiltie/s.* 
_. Virtue promotes the hanour of a people abroad, 
and will engage the confidence of diftant nations and 
higher powers ; it prevents private animofities and 
civil difcord at home, it exhilerates the fpirits and 
in{pires with courage and magnanimity it is a fecu- 
rity and defence againft the greateft dangers ; and 
wherever we find it is generaily countenanced and 
encomraRe, there we find the good of the whole is 
promoted ; there the peaceable enjoyment of ‘the 
comforts of life is allowed, and the true end of 
civil exiftence is anfwered. On the contrary, vice 
renders a people defpicable in the eyes of the world; 
_ deprefies the fpirits, and introduces confufion at 
home ; and expofes to the greateft evils. When 
the former takes place ia a fociety, people or ' 
nation, that nation, people or fociety will flourifh ; 
righteoujne/s exaltetb a nation,t fays the wife man. 
But when the latter, if is a répreach, and calls for 
divine judgments. ves WSs 
~The judgments either feared or felt in fuch a 
€afe, can be averted‘only by reformation. 
Which leads tothe — 
gd Obfervation. That prayer is a proper excr- 
cifeinaday of trouble. pe 
_*¢ There is a natural prepenfity ia the mind of 
“ss man,” fays a.modern writer, ** to fly to fome fu- 
© perior Being for fuceour and relief in a time of 
trouble, danger and diftrefs ; an inward principle 
that leads the mind to hope for relief from that 
_ “ inyifible Being from whem we believe we have 
“received any extraordinary good.”— Weare ge- 
: nerally 


© 


* 2 Sam, xiv. g. + Prov. xiv, 34. 
tT See Angel on prayer, p. 25. a 
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ally more fenfible of our weaknefs in forrow,than 
.; and nature and reafen point us to an arm 


> ance from trouble and difficulty. Prayer is fpread- 


can alone afford relief. If we feel the red ef God, 
are properly attentive to his hand, we fhall in this 
| way calt our burthen upon him ; and our waiting 
eyes will be directed to him, for that falvation 
we ftand in need of. This is the way appointed and 
 infticuted by the Difpofer of all events, the only way 
| 


efs 5 if we deliverance as a favour, he 
ftands ready to confer it as fuch, giving us that ge- 
neral rule, 4 and ye fhall receive. ; 
Trouble and affiction fpring not from the ground, 


_ but from that God who is the fupreme origin of all 


ee) 


things 5 


uperintendaat of our public as well as our private 
Sacred hiftory affords a variety of inftances where- 
jn the fufpenfion or removal of evil has been the ob- 
ject of His providence ; there was ah inftance, in 
~ ‘the cafe of Ninevah ; and he fuffered no man to do 
harm to Ifrael when but few in number and paging 
from one nation to another, yea he reproved Kings for 
their fakes.* cx 

_. Profane hiftory is likewife pregnant with inter- 


Ee pofitions of providence of the like kind. 
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Are the public affairs of a people diftrefled and em- 
_. barraffed, and God hath not fuffered it ? Would He 

have done that evil in the city, or permitted public 
S fs and calamity to have befallen a people, if 
He had not been provoked ? Surely, no! Js he nee 
<3 able 


e Pf, ev, TAs 


efior to our own, to obtain relief and deliver- - 


Ee ing the defires of fach deliverance before him, whe 


4 in which he has given us encouragement to hope for™ — 
cefs ; if we apply 


He is the Governor of the univerfe, and — 


Ts there evil in a city, and the Lord bath not donéit ?~ 


mae eA ee 


t 6 


able to convert trouble into joy, bring light our of — 


- darknefs and good out of evil ? Has he not repeat- 


edly promifed to individuals, that.if they would 
walk before him, he would be their God? Has He 
net promifed the fame to nations? And does he not 
manifeft, in the courfe ot His providence, that. when 
a per are holy, they are a happy people ? Sure- 
ly, yes 
ms Nothing more is neceffary to fhew the truth of 
the remark, that prayer at with reforma- 


athly. That our ftate r may. be fo mixed as to af- 
ford us reafon for mourning, as well as rejoicing. 

Had experience never led us to the truth of this, 
the prefent ftate of Jacob would convince us of it ; 
his confideration of a vaft acceffion in train and in- 
tereft, although his beginning bad been but fmall, 
muft excite fentiments of gratitude; and at the hie 
time the apprehenfion of danger from his brother 
mutt deprefs his fpirits. Oftentimes, we find our- 
felves in fuch a fitwation, efpecially when in any trou- 
ble. Trouble, as fach, muft lead us te mourn; but 
confidered in fome certain views, it muft afford rea- 
fon for rejoicing ; David could fing of judgment as 
well as mercy. 

In our-prefent fituation we are attended with fame 


circumftances which call us to mourn, and with 


otbers which may. lead_us to rejoice. 

‘It is inconvenient for the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, at fuch a remave from us, to regulate our 
internal policy ; and it is impoffible that they fhould 


_ do it with propriety, equity and juftice : Notwith- 


ftanding. which they have attempted it without our 
confent, in effect commanding our life and proper- 


ty. This, vety naturally alarmed us : Repeated re- 


monftrances, 


of rights: and: privi-. 
| iberty, with a manly. 
art, have ‘led them to involve. us 
wplex our affairs. _ 
ow _an. a ee of dea 
er-vacated 5 
ie ary enoum- 
1 its proper channel. — 
ic es have been wont to meet 
capital, and that has been the 
yet now we fee an unhappy re- 
a uage of. the Pro- 
; isp eangee Sit Jolitary t 
; asawidow! She weepeth fore in the 
night, and ber tears are en. ber checks: All ber gates 
lees fe Priefs figh, and fhe i is in bitterne/s. 
: all ber pleafant things. Is 
= ree Sorrow which is done unto 
and faint al] the day. Her 
fall, fhe is delivered into their hands, 
foe is not able to rife up.* That, ‘* which 
cethe feat of juftice, opulence and virtue, 
njuftly wrelted from its proper owners ; 
obliged to flee from the iron hand of 
_or are held in the unrelenting arms of 
effion.” + 
r other **fea- ports are Scand diftrefled,” their 
itants having: pene eRe to Joke ae with their. 
hands. 


king a ‘mean before to Sie 
1 Almighty abhors and de- 
aC: ery « tefts, 


r +f See the Proclamation for the day. 
ey Berle, are evacuated of moft of their inhabitante, 
nh was burn’ June xz7th. And Falmouth, @ftober 138. 


ae 
tefts, that of making Jaws in all poffible ca/es what 


‘s In confequence of the unnatural, cruel and bar- 
‘* barous meafures adopted and purfued by the Bri- 
‘< tith adminiftration ;” and in fecurity of our rights 
and privileges, thefe gifts of the Author of nature 
and more immediate patrimony of our pious fathers 
and anceftors, we have chofen the alternative of de- 
fence and taken the field; having ferioufly and firm- 
ly refolved to devote our lives to fuch an important 
fervice: And now we feel the dreadful effects 
of a civil war! a war, by which our land is ftained 
with the blood of her valiant fons. 

Thefe things fpread a gloom over the face of the 
whole continent; unhappy is the altercation ! a king- 
dom divided againft itfef is brought to defolation ! 

We have certainly then great reafon to mourn, 
efpecially feeing we ever ‘‘have had,” as a modern 
hiftorian obferves, ‘‘ a firm attachment to our mo- 
“* ther country, on account of the invaluable blef- 
‘* fings we have enjoyed from her happy conftitu- 
“ tion, and ferm of government.”* And it is yet 
to be withed, that the fentiments of the Britifh Pare 
liament may co-incide with thofe of this hiftorian ; 
where, concerning the regulation of the Colonics,he. 
fays, ‘* that the repeal of taxes impofed upon them © 
‘*is fo far from being a facrifice of the higheft per- - 
““ manent intereft, and of the whole majefty, power 
* and reputation of government, that it appears to 
‘* be the only way to fecure them.” 

Wherever ‘the feat of war is, there we muft ex- 
‘pect to find diftrefs and defolation ; on which ac- 
count we more fenfibly feel the hand of God, than 
our frierids who are remote*from vs, 

Droughts in’ feveral parts of the province, and 

ce wafting 
* Wrywwe's hiflory of America, 
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ie wafting ficknefs in many of our towns, have beca 

| additional reafons for mourning ; peculiar to us, 

and which are to be confidered feparately from the 

more general calamity. 2 

Ihave now curforily cun over thofe circumftances 

which call for mourning ; let us change the view, 
and recolleét the reafons we have for rejeicing. 

We of this land, have been the peculiar care of 

Providence from our earlieft periods ; the tender 

mercies of God have been conftantly over us; thro” 

the benignity of Providence, we have greatly flou- 

_ rifhed; in general, the feafons have heen fruitful, and 

‘we have been bleffed with abundant provifion. 

_ At this prefent time the truth of that ebfervation 
mutt ftrike us with force, viz. that ** in the midft 
« of affli€tion, we are furrounded with mercies.” 

The firft and principal mercy to be regarded is 

this, that whereas many are involved in darknefs, 

others debarred a free ufe of the facred fcriptures, 
and popery is making its ftrides into the Northern 
parts of this continent,” we are furrounded with the 
light of the gofpel, yet allowed accefs to the facred 
{criptures, and favoured with worfhipping God as 
our confciences dictate to us. 

__ Another favour which demands our grateful no- 
tice, is, an exchange of wafting ficknefs for the 
voice of health. 

: _ It is likewife a peculiar {mile of Providence, that 

 ficknefs has not prevailed more univerfally in the 

army ; and that fo few, compared with the vaft 
numbers in the camp, have been unfit for duty. 

me Providence has likewife fmiled upon the camp, 

_ in. permitting fo few fatal accidents ;+ and evident- 

“ty been its fafe-guard and defence. A 


-# See the Quebse Bill, ia the letter and fpirit of it. 
. Ft bam ifformed that by means of upwards of 2600 ball that have 
been threwn from the oppofite liace, five mea only, haves been taken 
of} 
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A competency of the neceffaries and comforts of 


“Tife inftead ota fearcity which we had reafon to appre- 


hend, is a blefling we-are not to be unmindful ot. 

' The band of union which unités the American 
‘colonies,'deferves our tinféigned praifes.  Notwith- 
ftanding many might have entertained the thought 

of recommending themfelves to adminiftration, ‘by 

Cool remonftrances and perfevering petitions ; ‘aud 
‘therefore the people might have been divided with 
‘regard to the mode of refiftance 5 (a// joining in the 

expediency) “of ‘refiftance) -notwithftanding they 
might’ have‘been divided with régard to the mode, 

we fee a happy reverfe! Perfons-of every rank and 
character througheut the colonies have ftrained 
every nérve, and exerted themfelves under Provi- 
dence to defeat the meafures that are purfued againft 
us’; the whole continent frami North-to South is 
connected as-it were by an indiffoluble bond, and 
have -unanimoufly, devoted their intereft, and what 
is ill déarer, their lives in their common defence. 

The miniftry having pledged themfelves to the de- 

luded people of England that there would be a de- 
fection among us,” muft new find themielves, to 

their altonifhment.and confufion, greatly miftaken 5 
the afociation 6f the Englifh colonies, daily gains 
hew'ftrength ; the moft Southern’ has acceeded, the 

moft Nor:hern is manifeftly well-affected to thie 
fame. general caufe, and Canada rather furpafies in 

‘zeal and ardour for the common rights of America.* 

; Ohi Se aS Se .. vices cees > “The 


olf of perceive Uicewite that by means of about 300 balls, &c. thrown 


ino this, place in the ‘courfe of one month, viz. from September 8, to 
Ofober. 8, but_cwo,wtre’wounded (one, but fiightly ; rhe other died 
after fome time, ‘of his woun!) «nd 00 min was immediately killed ? 
¥t is to be remarked further, that not -one perfon was) hurt; in the 
courfe of ‘abaye 300 fhsils being thrown to a fortrefe ercéted upon 
Plowed: Filiia- 3; ste 2 : 

> * See an addvefe"to the foldiery, &c. The means of forming thie 
union deferve fome notices Difting Committees were appoiated in ore 
‘ ‘ : a ; ° 
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fosiritied upon reafon, 
ve they yet fucceeded ; 
kind | every defign, and turn: 
thei IW Tort Took nets. ~ They have 
ceeded } yet in their ~~ defign.of. diftracting 
Se they have been ardent: to 


ave — et as in 
iz Se > thar 


e cathy min as were of 2 corninercial mature. 

large, ‘and compofed of perfone that had not before 
‘confidence of the public ;°the publiceye fimu- 
a is ae we natarally improved 


pices 


neral Cour: o vatioat® eevinciel 
com rhe < 4 to a Continental Con- 
em thar ever exifted in America. 


een univerfally ed, that the greater part of a communi- 
uld govern the statins ot pisces G public concern... = 
ie sight — an ‘that apreeoni pnite in any matter, feneey ; 
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tbat defign of intimidating, and frightening us into 
a compliance with their meafures ; their loading 
our innocence and virtue with reproach, their hof- 
tile array, and unprecedented feverity, has ferved 
to infpire us with an undaunted fortitude. What, 
but the fame kind hand, as it directed thofe that 
took the alarm on April 19: What, but the‘hand 
of Providence preferved the fchool of the prophets 
from their ravage,.who would have deprived us of 
many advantages fer moral or religious improve- 

MOMS Parmar eH AAS | 
In a ftate of war, the final vi@ory by no means 
depends upon early fueeefles ; nor cana final con- 
queft be argued from-early defeats ; the laft nati- 
onal war in which we were engaged was crowned 
with fuceefs, notwithftanding ic commenced with 
repeated defeats : Guarding ourfelves by this ob- 
; ae Fi fervation 


<¢.® Geners! Gage, as governor of this province, iffued his precepte for 
convening a general aembly at B_fton, defigning to enforce a compliance 
with Lord’s North's defigaing motion ; they were to be kept as prifoners in 
garrifon, till under the mouth of canaon and at the point of the bayonet 
they thould be reduced to a mean and fervile fubmiffion, To facilitace this 
matter, he was to fend outa party to take poffeffion of a megazine at Con- 
cord ; prefuming that this might. be done without oppofition, the (aid party 
upon their retura from Concord were to lay wafte till they fhould arrive at 
Cambridge common ; there, after deftroying the colleges and other buildings, 
they were to throw ap an entrenchment upon the faid. common, their num - 
ber was to be increafed from the garrifo>, and the next morning a part of 
the artillery to be removed and planted in che entrenchmena s«forefaid, 
‘This aftonithing mancuvre, it was fuppofed, would fo effectually intimidate 
the conftituente, that the geaeral afiembly by the compliance dcfigned 
would literally reprefent their conftituents,”? The author is not at liberty 
to publith the channel through which he received the foregoing ; but bege 
leave to affure the reader, that it comes fo direé that he cannot hefitate in 
giving credit toit. Hevecolleés one eircumftance, which renders it highly 
probable; Lord Percy (on April 19.) fufpicious hie progrefe to Concord 
might be retarded, by the plank of the bridge at Cambridge being taken 
away, brought out from Bofton fevers} loads of plank, with a number of 
carpeaters ; not finding cccafion to ufe them, he carried them on his way 
to Concord, perhape sbout a mile and an half from the bridge : About an 
fiour after the planks were returned. If he had intended to repafs that river at 
night, he muft have teferved the plank ; if he defigned to ftop in Cam- 
Bridge, the plank muft be an encumbrance. This condvé, in returning 
the plank; may be accoynted for upon fuppt fi:ion of the foregoing plan of 
‘operation, © reds . 2 Z 


7 [ 23 J 
- -fervation from a vain confidence, i¢-becomes us to 
take a grateful notice of the fuccefs that has already 
attended our arms. Viewed in connection with the 
final refule of the prefent controverfy, and confider- 
ing the precarious {tate which ever attends the din of 
war ; it is dificult to determine what attention this 
fuccefs demands ; but detached from the final refule 
and viewed feparately, muft we not fay our arms 
have been wielded by a hand that is more than 
human ? Ie is well known that in order for una- 
voidable deftruction upon our. frontiers and back 
fettlements, vigorous efforts have been ufed, and in- 

defatigable pains taken to excite the favage ven-. 
geance of the wildernefs and roufe the natives with 

their former allies, to arms againft us ; yet Provi-. 
dence has miraculoufly defeated the black defign, 
by influencing the natives in general to fupport the 
united colonies, and put it out of the power of thofe 
allies to-diftrefs us: Remarkable fuccefs has at- 
tended the Weftern detachment of the continental 
army ; Providence has manifeftly owned and blefi- 
ed them, in permitting them totake into poffeffion 
two fortrefles, one of which was doubtlefs the 

ftrongeft they will meet with.* 

Laftly. We are to look upon this as a {mile of 
Providence, that the inconfiderate among us have 
been under fuch reftraints, when left to the exer- 
cife of luft uncoatrouled by civil authority; amidft 
all our ftruggles, commotions and perplexities, each 
one has looked upon his neighbour’s perfon and 
intereft facred, as when defended by wholefome 
laws uninterrupted in their courfe ; abufes of the 
former, and invafions of the latter, have been lefg 
frequent in the prefent diffipated ftate of our affairs, 
than in any given term of time before; no threat- 
3 _ hing 


| ® Fort Chamblee furrendered to the forces of the United Colonies, 
Oober 18, And the fort at St. Johu’s, November 2. 
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nffig quarrels; oF ariitmofitidds have fubfifted ; but 
harmony’ and internal peace have'ever reigned, and 
one’ foul’ has infpired the body politic, : 

Tt nowremains that we refleét upon our patt lives, 
-_and’by that means'determine whether we have not 
réndered ourfelves lefs than the leaft of thefe mercies, . 
and deferved’ greater evils than we have yet fel. 
* Our fins which’ are the remote occafion of an 
obftraétion® in that harmony which has. fubfifted 
betwéen the ‘parent ftate‘and us, are great; and 
God ‘may be juftly proyoked to punifli us in pro- 
portion*to the "meafure of our iniquities': Let us 
then this day lay our hands upon our raouths, and 
our mouths in the duft, humbly acknowledging 
our’fihs and iniquities. I doubt not but God has. 
matiy faithful and chofen fervants ‘among us ;. but’ 
a‘general‘view of the wickednefs and corruption 
that fpreads far'and wide, muft tenderly affect every 
ferious* mind. An acquaintance with the many 
examplesof divine juftice in the punifhment, and 
fomeétimes in the entire deftruction of kingdoms, 
nations-and focieties, and a comparifon of their cir- 
c¥mftances with our own, mult excite fearful ap- 
prehenfions in us ; efpecially as we fee the difplea- 
furé of God manifefted in the calamity we now Ia- 
béur under. ; WEES 
Had this part of the world lefs knowledge and 
_lefe light, there might have been fome exeufe, and 
pérhaps God might have winked at times of igno- | 
ranéé ; but ‘of this we cannot make a plea. The 
gofpel, in which the goodnefs of God is difplayed. 
through a Redeemer, in which ‘the holy Spirit is 
offered to all’ that diligently feek it, and in which 
motives are fet before us to engage our attention, - 
and°guard us againft fin, this gofpel has reached 
eurears. But, how has it been abufed and neg- 
giana alto leéted. ! 
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1 was 


Ie&ted | Is it precious to our fouls, {weeter than 
honey, or the drops that diftill from the comb ? do 
we make it the theme of our converfation:by day, 


-and the fubjeét of our meditation by night? alas ! 


where are the perfons that havea fuperlactive efteem 
for the oracles of truth ? ~ ; 

How have the inttitutions of religion been difre- 
garded ! and the table of the Lord been rendered 
contemptible ! are there not too many of us that 
have been the unhappy means of the ordinances of 
God being brought into difrepute? ee 

How has the Sabbath been profaned! wafted in 
idlenefs, or trifling converfation ! are these not’ 
many, very many, that do not remember to keep it 
holy 2 ) Des ‘ 

How has the name of God been taken in vain, 


and impioufly blafphemed ! 


How has the worfhip of God in our houfes, and 
family government, been laid afide! and how have 
the duties of the clofet been neglected ! : 

How has vital religion decayed! do we not teft 
contented with the form of godlinefs without th® 
power? : 

How have animofities been cherifhed, inftead of 
a chriftian, charitable temper and frame of'mind ! 

How has injuftice abounded ! And 
_ How prevalent has been every kind.of iniquity ! 

Confider thefe things, and whatever elfe your 
own obfervation may furnifh, and then enquire 
whether it is not to be feared the Lord is vifiting 
for them. age Seer ean at a To cua 

It does not afford me pleafure thus: to lay open 
the fhame, or expofe the nakednefs of my country ; 
the tafk is difagreeable; it is irkfome ! with fince- 
rity I can fay, better things than thofe I have now 
mentioned, I ope of you ; though it is more than 

dD. probable 
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probable:that each one’ of us-has'been aétive, in this’ 
way, tebring down the judgments ‘of heaven: 
Tt becomesus all to ftem the torrent of iniquity 
that threatens a general ruin, and, agreeable to the 
_advice-of ourvcivil fathers, ** with devotion of ff pirit;, 
penitence of heart, and amendment of ‘life, to hum- 
ble ourfelves‘and ‘implore the favour of’ almighty — 
Ged?’* 
Our Father'in Heaven, isthe fepreme difpofer.of' 
events:;. he can preferveus‘amidft the innumerable’ - 
dangers of the day, and turn'the-hearts of‘our ud: 
verfaries; making: even eur enemies to be-at peace 
with us; as inthe cafe of Jacob and Efau :: Let‘us: 
then fear bimsand ferve: binein truth with all our’ 
beart; by this means recovering his favour and pre- 
venting: the impending cloud from buriting upon 
our heads ; hereby fhall we»recommend’ ourfélves: 
tothe» preféntiage, and endear our memories to 
fucceeding generations, . 
{ Let us convince the world ‘that our right band 
foal faouer forget ber-eunning, or our tongue cleave to 
the roof of oun: mouth, chan we will forger this our 
Ferufalem, and prefer to ber our chief joy. While 
the facred: caufe of liberty is fo remarkably owned 
and blefftd,: and its enemies as remarkably frowned 
upon, and whilft “ victory waits for our grafping,” 
Jetus not meanly forfake the former,-or turn a dea$ 
ear to the inviting folivitations of ‘the latter: But 
let us remember that the «voice of ‘our friends and 
country, and above shem; the-voice of God, is call- 
ing us to maintain our ground till our enemies either 
_ fall before.usy or leave us to a quiet and peaceable 
eRe | enjoyment 
* © See Patek oF te Continental Congrefi, ¢o the inhabitants of the 
PIA ; ‘ 
inhalant Gee es 
general rs pa that en enlifiment @f.e new army would be attended 
with dificulty, 
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enjoyment of the bounties of Providence, And let 
us not be diverted from an attentive regard to this 
our duty, by an apprehenfion of certain inconve- 
niences- which: may” occur: undera* new eftablifh- 
ment; confidering that as the conteft we are now 
engaged in, is fingulay and different from any other, 
fo we muft expeét fome-unavoidable® incidents ; 
though trifling when put in a balance: with peace 
and liberty, without which life would be an into- 
~ Jerable*burden? ] aN a sa 

Jet us pour out our fouls tn language fimilar'to that 
of the Pialmift, and of Facob in the text ; ‘‘ O God 
of our fathers, who in the times of ‘old didft*drive 
out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedft them ; 
by whofe right hand, by whofe arm, and by the 
light of, whofe counienancethey were (apparel; 
thou artour king; O'God: Weare not worthy of 
che leaft of all the mercies and of all the truth which 
thou haftfhewed unto thy fervants, for we have 
’ rifen from the {malleft-beginnings, have’been che- 
rifhed, fupported and greatly enlarged by thy hand; 
but few paffed over to this land, and attended with 
very few of the conveniences of life, and now we 


are become many bands. Deliver us, we pray thee, — 


from the hand of our brethren, for they have come 
and {mote us.” 
Awake, why fleepeft thou © Lord? Arife, caft 
, us not off forever, Wherefore hideft thou thy face 
and forgetteft our affli&tion and our oppreffion ? 
For our foul is bowed downto the duft ; arife for 


our help, and redeem us for thy mercy’s fake. 


Thou haft faved as from our enemies, and haft put 
them to fhame that hated us. We will not there- 
tore truft in our own bow, neither fhall our fword 
fave us. But in thee we boaft all the day long, 
and praife thy name forever.” . 


at 


GP A Mubtiplicity of Bufinefs, Sicknefs and Death in 
his Family, have prevented the Printer from publifoing. 
the foregoing Diftourfe, earlier than the prefent Time. ds 


$s boped shat shis will be a ft eg Apology So is vale 
Appearances 
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Erratum. In fome-of the Copies, for Anion, 


page 24. line 2.. read Ansmofities. 


